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GOD'S PHILANTHROPY (TITUS 3:4-6)

By Grant Hawley

Titus 3:5 is one of those really great gospel verses that makes it so clear that "works
which we have done" can play no role in our salvation. Verses like these are a special
treasure to me. But | learned something recently about v. 4 that just makes it even better.

Titus 3:4-6 reads:

“ But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man
appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but
according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on
us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior

In v. 4, the word translated "love... toward man" is the Greek word philanthr?pia where
we get our English word philanthropy, which is to say love of man (of course, you ladies
are included too). Love of man just because he is man. It's the only time in the Bible this
word is used of God, but just this once is enough to make an impression.

We were created in the image of God, but we were also made a little lower than the
angels, in need of help in everything. In that, I'm reminded at the way | see my four-year-
old, beautiful, hard-headed, helpless little boy. What a joy he is. | love him because he's
my son, but | also love him because he is so helpless, so in need of a loving father.

So God, being a God of love, loves us too, just because we are men. Beautiful, hard-
headed, helpless little men, in need of a loving Father, and in need also of a Savior. And
His love, being perfect, provided exactly what we needed.

THANK YOU, LORD.
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MINISTRY PURPOSE

BOLD GRACE MINISTRIES EXISTS TO:

Unite believers under the banner of God's grace (Eph 4:3-6), share the gospel and aid
those who will proclaim it faithfully (Rom 10:14-15), increase believers' confidence in the
power of the indwelling Christ (Gal 2:20), love without hypocrisy (Rom 12:9a), proclaim
the hope of Christ's glorious kingdom (Rom 8:18-21), and equip the saints to share
Christ's matchless grace and love with others (2 Tim 2:2).
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